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Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

Referendum Working Group Meeting

28 October 2022

Document 5

FOI2425/060
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Minister for Indigenous Australians the Hon Linda Burney MP 

Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

Acknowledgement and welcome
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Minister for Indigenous Australians the Hon Linda Burney MP 

Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

Referendum preparation
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Attorney-General the Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP

Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act
Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice
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6

We are seeking your advice on:
Document 5

FOI2425/060

s 47C
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• The Constitution has two minimum requirements for the question on the 
referendum ballot paper: 

7

Issue 1:
Form of the question – constitutional requirement

• The question must include the title of the proposed law1

• Voters must be asked to “approve” the proposed law2

Document 5

FOI2425/060

s 47C

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

O
I A

ct
 b

y 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l I

nd
ig

en
ou

s 
Au

st
ra

lia
ns

 A
ge

nc
y 

(N
IA

A)

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

PAGE 58



8

Issue 1: Form of the question – options
Document 5

FOI2425/060

s 47C

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

O
I A

ct
 b

y 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l I

nd
ig

en
ou

s 
Au

st
ra

lia
ns

 A
ge

nc
y 

(N
IA

A)

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

PAGE 59



Extracts from 1999 official 
yes/no pamphlet

9

Issue 2: Official yes/no pamphlet
Document 5

FOI2425/060

R
el

ea
se

d 
un

de
r t

he
 F

O
I A

ct
 b

y 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l I

nd
ig

en
ou

s 
Au

st
ra

lia
ns

 A
ge

nc
y 

(N
IA

A)

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

PAGE 60



10

Issue 2: Official yes/no pamphlet – options
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Issue 3: 
Document 5

FOI2425/060

s 47C

s 47C
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Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

Constitutional Expert Group

Attorney-General the Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP
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Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice

Terms of Reference

Attorney-General the Hon Mark Dreyfus KC MP
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The starting point is the Prime Minister’s suggested draft amendment, announced at 
the Garma Festival:

1. There shall be a body, to be called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice.

2. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice may make representations to 
Parliament and the Executive Government on matters relating to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

3. The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws with 
respect to the composition, functions, powers and procedures of the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Voice.

14

Starting point for Constitutional Expert Group Advice
Document 5
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Constitutional Expert Group – potential issues

• Are there any other questions that should be put to the 
Constitutional Expert Group??
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Minister for Indigenous Australians the Hon Linda Burney MP

Special Envoy for Reconciliation and the Implementation of the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart, Senator Patrick Dodson

Emerging themes in the public debate
Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice
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Questions for Working Group discussion

• What are the questions that most need answering in the public debate??

• How do you suggest these are answered at this stage??
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Minister for Indigenous Australians the Hon Linda Burney MP

Special Envoy for Reconciliation and the Implementation of the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart, Senator Patrick Dodson

Pre-referendum detail
Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice
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Questions for Working Group discussion
Document 5

FOI2425/060
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Minister for Indigenous Australians the Hon Linda Burney MP

Special Envoy for Reconciliation and the Implementation of the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart, Senator Patrick Dodson

Consideration of Communiqué
Referendum on an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice
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