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IPA Provider Frequently Asked Questions
Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA) Program Transition to DCCEEW
What is happening?
The Australian Government is transitioning the Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA) Program from joint delivery between the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) and NIAA, to sole management by DCCEEW.
From 1 April 2026, DCCEEW will become the single lead department and your main point of contact for advice and guidance relating to the IPA Program.
Why is the change happening?
The transition is part of a government-wide approach to streamline administration and reduce duplication across agencies.
The change will make the program easier to navigate for providers by streamlining engagement and decision-making, supporting clearer accountability and reducing duplication.
Consolidating the program under DCEEEW will create one lead department and one support pathway for IPA Program providers, making program delivery clearer and more consistent.
When is the transition happening?
The transition will occur on 1 April 2026.
Between now and 1 April 2026, the IPA Program will continue to be jointly managed between NIAA and DCCEEW. 
DCCEEW will commence sole management of IPA Program grants, supported by the Department of Social Service (DSS) Community Grants Hub (CGH) on 1 April 2026.
DCCEEW will be responsible for IPA program oversight and delivery, IPA program policy and administration, and regional support and engagement with IPA providers.  
The CGH will support day-to-day grant administration, including reporting, milestone payments, and acquittals, through its Grants Payment System.
How can I get updates?
Public updates will be available on the DCCEEW website and on NIAA and DCCEEW social media accounts.
NIAA and DCCEEW are working together to ensure a smooth handover of all program information and agreements. Providers will receive guidance materials and updates from DCCEEW project officers, where required.
Will this change affect funding levels, existing agreements, project objectives or on-Country activities?
No. All existing grant agreement conditions remain unchanged. 
The transition will not change funding levels, the current content of agreements with IPA Providers, program objectives, dedications, Plans of Management or on-Country activities delivered through projects.
Does this mean the IPA Program is ending or changing?
No. The Australian Government remains committed to the long-term success and growth of the IPA Program. 
This transition reflects a whole-of-government approach to streamlining program delivery and improving service outcomes for providers and their delivery of activities in their communities.
How will IPA grant agreements be administered?
From 1 April 2026, all IPA projects will have their existing agreements administered by DCCEEW through the Community Grants Hub (CGH).
NIAA will no longer administer IPA Program grants nor be the point of contact for providers on IPA Program matters.  
Can the Combined IRP & IPA APP&B still be used?  
Yes. Where a provider delivers Indigenous Rangers Program (IRP) projects and IPA projects, the Combined IRP and IPA Annual Project Plan and Budget (APP&B) can be used. The combined APP&B is optional and can be used by providers to streamline reporting.
The combined template requires NIAA approval of IRP content and approval by DCCEEW for IPA content. 
Should you wish to use the combined IRP and IPA APP&B, please reach out to your DCCEEW IPA project officer. 
Do I speak to DCCEEW, NIAA or CGH about the IPA Program?
From 1 April 2026, providers will have a dedicated DCCEEW project officer as their key point of contact for program advice, compliance matters and general queries. 
If you aren’t sure who this will be please contact your NIAA engagement officer or your current dedicated DCCEEW project officer.
From 1 April, all IPA queries can be sent to: ipa@dcceew.gov.au. 
Does this change affect the Indigenous Rangers Program?
No. The IRP is not affected and will continue to be administered by the NIAA. 
NIAA funded Indigenous rangers who work on IPAs can continue with this work and the NIAA will continue to work closely with DCCEEW to ensure continuity of program delivery and support for Indigenous rangers in their work on IPAs.
If IRP providers have any questions, please reach out to your NIAA Regional Engagement Office. If you are not sure how to go about this, you can contact your NIAA Regional Office by calling 1800 079 098. This toll-free number will automatically connect you to the nearest NIAA regional office from the location you are calling.

Feedback and Complaints
Feedback and complaints from external stakeholders and the public, can be submitted online through the DCCEEW and NIAA websites:  
· DCCEEW - Suggestions, compliments and complaints
· NIAA - Feedback and complaints
Contacts 
DCCEEW Enquiries
For more information about the IPA program:
Email: IPA@dcceew.gov.au
Phone: 1800 920 528 – this phone number is for our Contact Centre who will connect you with the relevant team.
NIAA Enquiries
For National Office (Canberra) switchboard: 02 6271 5111.
Contact a NIAA Regional Office toll-free: 1800 079 098. This toll-free number will automatically connect you to the nearest NIAA regional office from the location you are calling.
Read more
Read more about the Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA) program:
· Indigenous Protected Areas program change - DCCEEW
· Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA) - NIAA
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