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Remote Community Food Supply

[bookmark: _Toc498077749]Foodbank’s essential role in addressing food insecurity
Foodbank is the largest food relief and food assistance organisation, with operations in every state. Foodbank network supplies nearly 70- 80% of all the food the is required by the welfare sector, and last year supplied enough food for more than 92 million meals. 
There is no other organization that supplies food at this scale in the sector. 
Furthermore Foodbank is the only food relief organization that operates outside of the metropolitan areas.
The cost of food in Remote Communities - Alternative Supply Model
The project initiated by the Federal Govt to subsidise food sold through remote community stores is to be commended. Any project that reduces the (nominally) prohibitive food pricing in remote areas must be supported.
However Foodbank contends that this operating model is only one possible solution to this problem.
Foodbank is predominantly a food relief charity, which provides food to people in need. Given that a large number of people living in remote communities are living below the poverty line, Foodbank views these people as the very cohort that need this food.
Foodbank is unique in that it is a food distribution business that is also a charity. It is the only food distribution business that operates regional distribution centres in Katherine, Alice Springs and Darwin, and is therefore well placed to provide the essential food items to remote communities, should those communities wish to find an alternative supplier. Foodbank is able to source all of the essential food items from its network of suppliers at a significantly discounted price.
Foodbank contends that the government should consider supporting an alternative model whereby Foodbank sources and supplies the food to remote stores, as food relief. The funding from the government could then be directed to subsidising the transport costs to get the food to the communities, rather than the food itself (although this might vary from product to product).

An information sheet has been attached, along with a proposed price list. Many products are significantly less than the desired prices listed on the website.
Significantly, much of this product, notably fruit and vegetables, can be provided to remote stores free of charge.
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