
















































BEFORE THE ABORIGINAL LAND COMMISSIONER 

ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS (NORTHERN TERRITORY) ACT 1976 

Fitzmaurice River Region Land Claim No. 189 

Statement of Kane Bowden, Permit Reform Manager of the Northern Land Council ("NLC"), 
GPO Box 1222, Darwin NT 0801 

1. I started work with NLC on 1 ih February 2018 when I was appointed Permit Reform
Manager. I was previously employed at the Lighthouse Foundation for 9 years as CEO
until December 2015 before establishing a consulting business. My relevant skills and
experience include governance, strategy, business and project planning, managing
teams and change management.

2. I have responsibility for the management of the Permit Reform Project. This involves the
timely development and implementation of an updated Permit Management System
including comprehensive policy framework and guidelines for permit approval,
management and compliance.

Current permit system 

3. The Northern Land Council administers the permit system on behalf of the traditional
owners. The current system can be viewed via the NLC website at
https://www.nlc.org.au/visiting-aboriginal-land/apply-for-permit. The system was not
designed to cater for large numbers of permit applications. 

4. Permits are not intended to generate revenue for traditional owners and in most cases
there is no charge for a permit. However, in some areas, access and/or camping licence
fees apply.

Access agreements and temporary permit waiver 

5. Following the 2008 Blue Mud Bay decision by the High Court of Australia, the NLC and
various land trusts entered agreements with the Northern Territory Government over six
high value fishing areas to license permit free access for commercial and recreational
fishers and fishing tour operators onto Tidal Aboriginal Land while there are waters
overlying it.

6. While consultations continue over the remaining intertidal zones on Aboriginal land, the
NLC granted a waiver under section 5(8) of the Aboriginal Land Act allowing permit free
access for commercial and recreational fishers and fishing tour operators. This waiver
will expire on 1 January 2019.
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